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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 9/16/2009 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 30-32, 34-37, 39, 40, 42-44, 46, 47 and 49 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Chiang et al. (US Patent 6,813,266). 

Regarding Claims 30-32, 34-37, 39, 40, 42-44, 46, 47 and 49 Chiang et al. discloses a 
lower medium access control entity, comprising (see figure 2): 
a processor( see figure 2, section 50, processor); 

a data storage unit coupled to the processor, wherein the data storage unit comprises a 
plurality of partial queues, wherein each of the plurality of partial queues has a capacity less than 
a flame length, and wherein each of the plurality of partial queues has an associated class of 
service ( see figure 2, section 56, PV FIFO queues, output queues 58 priorities, see col. 5-6, 
lines 58- 20,see col. 7, lines 9-13, the MAC stores a portion of a frame in an internal FIFO upon 
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reception from the corresponding witch port , the size of the FIFO is sufficient to store the frame 
data that arrives between scheduler time slots( reads on having a capacity less than a frame 
length) the associated class is related to priorities, see col. 7, lines 50-56, there are low priority 
and high priority frames and queues); and 

a transmitter coupled to the processor, wherein the transmitter has access to a shared 
communications channel, wherein the processor is configured to ( see figure 3, section 24b, 
transmit portion, see col. 6, lines 29-36) 

(i) receive from an upper medium access control entity a first portion of a first flame with 
a first class of service( see col. 6, lines 30-36, frames received, see col. 7, lines 50-56, frames 
have low or high priority, see col. 7, lines 9-13 portions of a frame received) ; 

(ii) receive from the upper medium access control entity a first portion of a second flame 
with a second class of service( see col. 6, lines 30-36, frames received, see col. 7, lines 50-56, 
frames have low or high priority, see col. 7, lines 9-13 portions of a frame received see ; 

(iii) store the first portion of the first flame in a first queue in the plurality of partial 
queues according to the first class of service( see col. 7, lines 49-56, the frame portion are queue 
with respect to the Priority( class of service)) ; 

(iv) store the first portion of the second flame in a second queue in the plurality of partial 
queues according to the second class of service(( see col. 7, lines 49-56, the frame portion are 
queue with respect to the Priority( class of service) ; 

(v) determine that the first class of service is higher than the second class of service( see 
col. 7, lines 49-56, low and high priority ( higher than class of service)); 
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(vi) initiate a transmission of the first portion of the first flame into the shared 
communications channel via the transmitted see col. 7, lines 40-48, the frame portions are 
transmitted from the queue); 

(vii) in response to the initiation, receive a second portion of the first flame from the 
upper medium access control entity( see col. 8,lines 62-65, the data frames are processed using 
pipelining); 

(viii) store the second portion of the first flame in the first queue(see col. 7, lines 49-56, 
the frame portion are queue with respect to the Priority( class of service); 

(ix) upon completion of the transmission of the first portion of the first frame, transmit 
the second portion of the first flame into the shared communications channel via the transmitted 

see col. 8, lines 62-65, the data frames are processed using pipelining); 

(x) upon completion of the transmission of the second portion of the first frame, initiate a 
transmission of the first portion of the second frame; (xi) in response to the initiation, receive a 
second portion of the second flame from the upper medium access control entity; (xii) store the 
second portion of the second flame in the second queue; and (xiii) upon completion of the 
transmission of the first portion of the second frame, transmit the second portion of the second 
flame into the shared communications channel via the transmitted see col. 10, lines 57-65, the 
frames are transmitted in parallel, using pipelining allowing increase throughput, see col. 8, lines 
62-65, the data frames are processed using pipelining). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 33, 38, 41, 45 and 48 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 30-49 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MON CHERI S. DAVENPORT whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1803. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 
p.m. EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Seema Rao can be reached on 571-272-3174. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Kevin C. Harper/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2416 

/Mon Cheri S Davenport/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 24 1 6 
September 27, 2009 



